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As District ^Magistrate lie is the Hiief executive authority in
the district and as such is responsible to the G-overnment for" the
maintenance of law and order and the criminal administration of
the district for which purposes the police force is under his control
and direction and the Superintendent of Police is his assistant,
though the Superintendent and the police force which he com-
mands are under the disciplinary control and technical supervision
of the Inspector-General of Police and his deputies. * He is also
responsible for the administrative control of the subordinate
magistracy, lie rarely tries a criminal case but-he is responsible
for seeing that the trying Magistrates do their work properly.
As Collector he is responsible to the Board of Eevenue and
through it to the Government for the proper collection of the
revenue due to the Government in the district and for the adminis-
tration of all matters connected with the land other than Irrigation,
Agriculture and Forestry in their technical aspects and Registra-
tion. He is also responsible to the Board of Revenue and through
it to the Government for the administrative control of the
subordinate revenue stafE through the agency of which most of the
details of general administration are attended to.
As administrative head of the district the Collector has general
supervision over the District Forest Officer who pending any
reference to higher authority must obey any order which the
Collector may issue to him. The District Forest Officer and his
subordinates are, however, under the disciplinary control and
technical supervision of the Chief Conservator of Forests "and his
Conservators ; and, inasmuch as the District Forest Officer is res-
ponsible for the management of only commercial and protective
forests, his work is almost entirely technical in character and the
actual connexion between the Collector and the District Forest
Officer is restricted to questions of general administration and is
comparatively slight. Forests which have little or no commercial
or protective value and which are of importance only as providing
firewood, grazing and other local conveniences for the villagers
are not under the control of the District Forest Officer but are
managed by forest panchayats, i.e., committees tinder the direct
control of the Collector.
Ai administrative head of the district the Collector has at his
disposal, if required, the assistance and professional advice of the
Executive Engineer of the Public Works Department and his
atalf. He may issue definite instructions to the Executive Engi-
neer and, as in the case of the District Forest Officer, pending any
reference to higher authority these instructions must be complied
with. The Executive Engineer and his staff are under the
disciplinary control and technical supervision of the Chief Engi-
neers and their Superintending Engineers ; but the Collector must
be consulted in connexion with all proposals for important changes
in the distribution of water or in any other branch of the Public
works administration. The Collector has the right to propose such
changes and the construction of new works and the repair of exist-
ing works ; and these proposals may be disregarded only for